Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^ /?J^. 



r 




u , 



THS 



PATERNAL CATECHISM 



OF THB 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION 



DIVIDED INTO SECTIONS. 



BT THE 

REV. JOSEPH SUTCLIFFE, M.A: 



*' From ft child thou hast known the holy BcriptureB, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation, through fidth which is in 
Christ Jesus."— PokI to Timothy. 



LONDON : 
HAMILTON, ADAMS, AND CO., 

PATERNOSTER-ROW. 

1847. 



LONDON : 

PRINTED BT JAMES NICHOLS, 

UOXTON SQUARE. 



TO THE CHILDREN OF MY DEAR DAUGHTER, 
RUTH GABRIEL ; THOMAS, JOHN THURSTON, 
RUTH THURSTON, CHRISTOPHER, JOSEPH 
SUTCLIFFE, SARAH NASH, AND ADAM 
CLARKE. 

It has been my devout wish that my ho- 
noured friend Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A. should 
prepare for you, my beloved Grandchildren, a 
catechetical course of religious instruction, 
which is the best mode of conveying the 
elements of sacred knowledge ; the questions 
being all plain, and the answers direct. Let 
this Catechism, introductory to the christian 
religion, be the daily food of your soul, your 
study and delight. 

David says in his charge to Solomon, '' And 
thou Solomon, my Son, know thou the God 
of thy father, and serve him with a perfect 
heart, and a willing mind; for the Lord 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all ' 
the imaginations of the thoughts ; if thou seek 
him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou 
forsake him, he will cast thee oflFl" 1 Chron. 
xxviii. 9, 10. " By which ye shall be saved, 
if you keep in memory what I preached unto 
you." 1 Cor. xv. 2. 



DEDICATION. 

Consider what I say, and the Lord give the 
understanding ^heart in all things : so prays 
your affectionate Grandfather, 

JOHN THURSTON, 

Camden CkMouge^ Kensington, 
Aprily 1847. 



A PATERNAL CATECHISM. 



SECTION I. 

OF THE CREATION OF HAN. 

My dear son, it is the devout wish of your 
father to give you, in short lessons, such a view of 
the Christian religion, of its nature, glory, and 
design, that the temptations of future life shall 
never efiace the image from your mind. Was 
not this St. Paul's design in writing to the 
Romans ? 

Answer. He wrote that they might know 
what was the good and acceptahle will of God 
concerning them, and glorify him in their bodies 
and spirits which were his. (Rom. xii. 1, 2.) 

Q. Is not this a duty required of all parents 
hy revelation ? 

A. Moses says of the divine precepts, "Thon 
shalt teach them diligently to thy children;" 
and Solomon, ^^ Train up a child in the way he 
shall go ; and when he is old, he will not 

a2 



4 SBCnON I. 

depart from it ;'* and St. Paul^ ^' Bring them tip 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.'* 
(Eph. yi. 4.) 

Q. Is not the instruction of the young a dic- 
tate also of nature ? 

A. Eridently so ; for the eagles teach their 
eaglets to fly, and the lions their whelps to catch 
the prey. Parents do naturally take more pleasure 
in seeing their children resemble them in wisdom 
and virtue than in family features. 

Q. If sOy is this duty wholly transferable to 
another? 

A. It is not ; and what greater pleasure can a 
parent And 'than to sow in the bosom of a son the 
seeds of truth and righteousness ? 

Q. Is not a catechetical course the best way of 
instructing the young ? 

A. Assuredly ; for the questions are plain, and 
the answers direct ; whereas, if left to incidental 
tuition, or even to sermons, many truths essential 
to salyation might be deferred. 

Q,, Has not the wise man said, ^ That the soul 
be without knowledge it is not good?** 

A. And with great truth ; for history is black- 
ened with enormities committed by the unedu- 
cated and less-instructed poor. On the French 
revolution in 1789, the poor, hobbling, in scdwta 
instead of good leathern shoes, burned two hun- 
dred and seventy-one gentlemen's villas, not with- 
out the frequent shedding of blood. In Ireland^ 
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dnring the rebellion of 1798, the bare-legged poor 
were told that a bullet would not kill them, if 
protected with certain charms ! 

Q. What are the best English books that have 
been written in defence of the faith ? 

A. Lardner's "Credibility of the Gospel," 
abridged by Paley ; Jenkin's and Benson's " Rea- 
sonableness of Christianity," if the authors had* 
not been Socinians ; SutclifFe's ** Introduction ;" 
with Leslie and Leland's " Method with Deistical 
Writers ;" *«The Boyle Lectures." 

Q. Whence did the first man derive a know- 
ledge of his origin ? 

A. His Creator was his tutor; Christ, the 
Word 8^d Wisdom of God, who **was always 
reipict^'in the habitable parts of the earth, and 
whose delights were with the sons of men," 
shone on his mind with the first beams of revela- 
tion. (Psalm xxxiii. 6 ; cii. 25, 26 ; Prov. viii. 
30, 31.) 

Q. Tell me, then, what you have learned 
respecting the first man. 

A. God, having created him out of the dust, 
called his name Adam, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life ; and he became a living 
soul, created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Q. Proceed, 

A. He was formed to walk erect, high in sta- 
ture, as is proved by the mention of his gigantic 
sons : and his countenance was the greatest 
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C sBcnoN u. 

beauty in nature^ beaming with the giacei of hi» 
Creator. 

Q. Give me some farther account of him. 

A. Being endowed with reason and speech^ he 
became the priest and oracle of inanimate nature ; 
and it was his office to collect the silent praises of 
the universe) and offer them up to heaven in 
rational hymns and enlightened devotions. 

Q* Was it not said, ^ Let him have dominion,'^ 
all things being put under him ? 

A. God said^ ** I have given you every green 
herb for meat, and sovereignty over every beast 
of the earth, every fowl of the ur^ and every 
living this^ that ereepeth on the earth. 
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09 THB VAU^ 09 KAIT. 

Q,. Can you tell me how it is that all the 8ons> 
of Adam are now degraded from, their original 
excellence t 

A* Adam, in the garden of Eden^ was placed* 
in a state of {HX^bation : for other wise, his obedi- 
eaqe could not hav^ beeaa kiM>¥ai to be free and 
unconstrained* 

Q» What was the test of hb obedience ? 

A. On the one hand^ there was the tree of life, 
«;hose fruit could preserve him from death ; on 
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the other, thete was the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, which he was neither to touch noir 
taste under the penalty of death. 

Q. How was his ruin e£Pected ? 

A. Satan, having lost his throne, and being 
filled with malice at seeing Adam in innocence and 
gflory, was permitted to try ^e rectitude of man. 

Q. How did he proceed in that device ? 

A. Having assumed the beautiful form of a 
serpent^ he watched the woman walking near 
the tree ; and, when he had attracted her eye by 
gambols and her ear by eloquence, dared to ask, 
^^ Hath God said that you may eat of the trees 
of the garden r' The woman answered in the 
affirmative ; adding, ** But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil we may not eat, nor 
touch it, lest we die/' 

Q. Did the serpent dare to plead to the con- 
trary? 

A. His words were, '* Ye shall not surely die ; 
for the Lord God doth know that in the day that 
ye eat of it, ye shall be as the gods,'* or ^ angels," 
** knowing good and eviL" 

Q. And did she eat? 

A. The woman, being thus beguiled, and seeing 
the goodness and loveliness of the fruit, plucked 
and ate ; and, plying her husband with the same 
arguments, he also did eat. Immediately their 
eyes were opened to see their nudity. 

Q. What were the issues ? 



8 SECTION II. 

A. Adam, hearing the yoice of the Lord God^ 
walking in the garden toward the cool of the 
day, fled to hide himself among the trees, till 
summoned by name ; **Adam, where art thoul" 

Q,. What was Adam's reply ? 

A. ^* I heard thy voice, and was afraid, because 
I was naked," He was asked further, **Who 
told thee that thou wast naked ? Hast thou eaten 
of the tree of which I commanded thee not to 
eat V The answer was, " The woman that thou 
gayest to be with me, she gave me, and I did eat." 
This hard speech proves that Adam was indeed 
fallen. 

Q. What were the sentences inflicted on the 
offenders ? 

A. 1. The curse fell on the serpent ; and Satan 
augmented his own wretchedness by effecting the 
ruin of man, 

2. To the woman it was said, " I will greatly 
multiply the sorrows of thy conception." 

8. Adam was sentenced to hard labour, till he 
himself should return to dust. 

Q. Was there, then, no morning star to cheer 
our hapless progenitors, and chase the gloom of 
death ? 

A. yes ; grace beamed out in the promise, 
"The seed of the woman shall bruise the ser-i 
pent's head," that is, destroy the works of the 
devil ; though, first, the enmity of the serpent, 
working in all Adam's children, should, in the 
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fulness of timey so far operate as to crucify the 
second Adam, the Lord of glory« 



SECTION III. 

OF GOD. 

Q. What do you say concerning the being of & 
Gody the Creator of the world ? 

A. There is one Eternal, the Cause of all, who, 
like the sun, is seen by his own light. The hea-' 
yens declare his glory, and the whole creation 
demonstrates his perfections. ^ All things are full 
ofGod.'' 

Q. How are his perfections to be traced and 
discovered in his works % 

A. Wisdom is the first act of God : every pos- 
sible plan being present before him, he has always 
chose the best. His power upholdeth all things^ 
and his love has formed them all for good. 

Q. Does not the consent of all nations add 
weight to this belief? 

A. Inconceivable weight. All men are so struck 
with the glory of the heavens, and the beauties 
of the earth, as to say, '' If the creaticm is so glori- 
ous, how much more glorious must the Creator 
be!" 
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Q. What ideas have enlightened men fonned 
of the divine nature ? 

A. That God is a self-existent being, infinitely 
and supremely perfect : so his great name, Jeho- 
vah, implies, ^^ He who was, who is, and is to 
come." "Thb is my name for ever." (Ezod. 
iii. 15.) 

Q. Why do you conceive him to be self- 
existent ? 

A. Because he is a pure spirit. If he were 
material, we must then allow the pre-existence of 
the parts of which he was composed. But this 
'Would confuse the idea of his eternity, and of his 
immutability. 

Q. Would it not destroy devotion? 

A. Yes, altogether ; we might as well wor- 
ship the material world, as worship a material 
God. 

Q. Why do the Scriptures attribute eyes, and 
hands, and feet to God ? 

A. In condescension to our weakness, he 
fipeaks as a father to his children, in order to 
convey instruction with more effect. 

Q. What are his more distinguished attributes 
or perfections ? 

A. Invisibility, corresponding with his spirit- 
ual nature ; intelligence, and liberty. He is 
independent, unchangeable, omnipotent. 

Q. What are his moral perfections ? 

A. His holiness, justice, rectitude, and truth ; 
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and thousands more, which adorn the glories of 
his name. 

Q. What effect should the contemplation of 
a God in the mirror of his works produce 
on the mind of his intelligent creatures ? 
. A. Humiliation on account of sin, and an 
earnest aspiring to resemhle him in all moral 
goodness : ** Then shall I he satisfied when I 
wake up in all thy likeness.'* 



SECTION IV. 

OP THE MYSTERY OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 

Q. What do the Holy Scriptures say of 
a sociality of persons in the One God, the. 
Father? for on this suhject, avoiding com- 
mentSy we wish to regard only the words of 
revelation. 

A. In the account of the creation Jehovah; 
uses the plural name, Ehhim, ^^Gods." ^^And 
Elohim said. Let there he light, and there was 
light." So again: '^Let us make man in our. 
image, and after our likeness." ^' Jehovah rained 
on Sodom and Gomorrah fire and hrimstone from 
Jehovah out of heaven." (Gen. xix. 24.) 
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Q. How does Isaiah record the wordis of Christ 
on this suhject ? 

A. ** From the begimiing, from the time that 
it wasy there am I, and now the Lord God and 
his Spirit hath sent me." (Isai. xlviii. 16.) ^^ In 
all their afflictions he was afflicted ; and the 
angel of his presence saved them: but they 
rebelled against the Lord, and vexed his Holy 
Spirit." (Isai. Ixiii. 7, 10.) 

Q. Is not this doctrine demonstrated in the 
New Testament? 

A. Abundantly so. At our Saviour's baptismy 
the heavens were opened, and the Spirit of Grod 
descended upon him, as doves on their houses ; 
when, lo, a voice was heard from heaven, saying, 
** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." (Matt. iii. 17.) " For there are three 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Spirit ; and these three are 
one." (1 John v. 7.) The same Three Wit- 
nesses are found in the fifth chapter of St. John's 
Gospel. 

Q. How has Bishop Jeremy Taylor expressed 
himself on this subject ? 

A. ** He who feels the love of God shed abroad 
in his heart, is the only man who truly under- 
stands the doctrine of the blessed Trinity." 

Q,. What ought to be the tendencies of these 
mysteries of the Christian futh? 

A. They should humble our pride, and com- 
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Biand Teneislion for onr most holy xeligicm and 
the mcompiehentfible glory of our Redeemer. 



SECTION V. 

OF THE CREATION. 

Q. Mt dear son^ what have you been taught 
oonceming the creation of the world ? 

A. ^ In the beginning €rod created the heavens 
and the earth/' ^ He spake and it was done." 
He ^^saidy Let there be light; and there was 
light." 

. Q,. But was not the earth, as many geologists 
assert, created out of the ruins of a former world? 

A. They assert it, indeed ; but nature proves 
the contrary. The granitic ranges, and other 
primitive rocks, have never been disturbed ; nor 
is there one drop more or less <yf water now than 
at the first, ^he vast magazine of coal at Pitts- 
burg is super-posed on the gxunite, dipping at 
an anigle of forty-five degrees ; the bore of the 
pit through the coal is fifty feet, leaving the real 
thickness at twenty-five feet. (American Geo- 
logy.) 

Q,. But do they not infer the lapse of vast ages 
of the earth from the diversity of shells found in 
the limestone strata ? 
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A. The inference is premature. Baron Cuvier 
collated thirty-two ancient shells with thirty-* 
two recent ones, and sixteen of them were evi- 
dently of the same families ; the other sixteen 
had near resemhlances. Therefore the supposed 
old and new world is the same world. 

Q. But is there not an inequality in the ages 
of our coal-fields ? 

A. There is. A deluge, not named hy Moses, 
on the lower grounds, leaving vast depositions 
of sea-weeds, now mineralized into heds of 
coal, from four to twenty-four inches thick, as 
found at Clan-down to the south of Bath, and at 
the depth of four hundred yards ; and larger 
still, running under the sea at Whitehaven and 
North Shields. (See Granville Penn, and papers 
in the Transactions of the Royal Society.) 

Q,, Do not these wonders of the earth, my dear 
child, fill your mind with vast ideas of the 
grandeur of the Creator, in the depths helow as 
in the heavens ahove? 

A. When we examine the suhterranean forma* 
tions, the structure of the living heings, the im- 
mensity of food for each, and the arrangement of 
the whole systems, we exchdm, ^^ Lord, how 
wonderful are all thy works I in wisdom hast 
thou made them all." 

Q. Has not reading the natural history of the 
earth a fine effect on man ? 

A. Undouhtedly ; for if all he so wisely made 
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And happily arranged, there should be nothing 
unwise and discordant in all my secret way and 
public walk. 

Q. You mentioned Christ, — Is not the whole 
creation ascribed to him ? 

A. Expressly so. " By the Word of the Lord 
the heavens were made, and all their host by the 
breath of his mouth.'* (Psalm xxxiii. 6.) 



SECTION VI. 



OF ANOELS. 



Q. MosES says, ^^Thus the heaven and the 
earth were finished, and all their host." (Gen. 
ii. 1.) How is that text to be understood ? 

A* Of the creation of angels ; for that of the 
stars is named with that of the sun. (Gen« 
i. 16.) 

Q. Are the angels spiritual beings? 

A. The Lord, who "covereth himself with 
light as with a garment, maketh his angels 
spirits, and his ministers a flaming fire." (Psalm 
civ. 4.) 

• Q. Are the angels distinguished by orders and 
ranks? 

A. Yes ; for Michael is called ^* the archangel ; ** 
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16 ucnoN Ti. 

and " the voice of the archangel ^ is named ia 
1 Theeisalomans !▼• 16. 

Q. What does St. Paul say on this subject? 

A. ^^ By Jesus Chnst were all things created 
that are in heaven^ and that are In earth, whether 
they be i^b^roneSy or dominions^ or principalities^ 
or powers; oil things were created by him, and 
for him,*' (Col. i. 16.) 

Q. Is not the care of men, and cities, and na- 
tions very much committed to angels ? 

A. So the poets, as well as the prophets, teach. 
** They encamp about the beds of those that fear 
the Lord." (Psalm xxxiv, 7.) They raised the 
siege of Samaria in answer to Elisha's prayers, 
and smote the Syrian invaders with temporary 
blindness. (2 Kings vi. 7.) 

Q. Are not the angels in some degree invested 
with the government of the church and the world ? 

A. So the whole vision of the Revelation says. 
They receive commissions &om the throne, and 
.then ex;ecute the high behests of heaven. 

Q,, Did not the fall and ruin of man open a 
world of good offices to the angels ? 

A. Yes ; and they delight to do the work of 
the Lord. They delight especially to aid in the 
preaching of the gospel, and in the enlargement 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. They frequent 
Christian assemblies, and listen to sermons, re- 
joicing over every sinner that repenteth. What, 
then, have we to fear ? 
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Q. What are the unclean spirits ? 

A. The angels that kept not their first estate, 
and ever seek to make men like themselves, un* 
happy and impure^ 

Q. Who is their chief? 

A. Lucifer is understood so to he. His name 
Indicates that his presence ^^ created light." 

Q. What occasioned his fall ? 

A. Pride. He *^ siud in his heart, I will he 
like the Most High; I will exalt my throne 
ahove the stars of God." (Isai. xiv. 13, 14.) 



SECTION VII. 



OF ORIGINAL SIN. 



Q,. How did sin, the original sin of Adam, 
-enter into the world and defile his posterity ? 

A. He hearkened to the voice of the tempter, 
who said, *' Ye shall not surely die." Here un- 
belief followed immediately with pride: "Ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." Here 
was the birth of the carnal mind, which is enmity 
against God. 

Q. How does this sin further appear ? 

A. When Adam was arraigned, he laid the 
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blame on his wife ; ^ The woman gare me, and 
I did eat ;" and hia sin having covered him 
with shame, he fled to hide himself among the 
trees of the garden : — ^proofs that the evil spirit 
of the tempter had gained admission into his 
heart. 

Q,. But did not the promise of the bruising of 
the serpent's head very much cheer his mind? 

A. It did ; yet the sentence of death remuned 
on his body, and the stain of sin lurked in his 
heart. In this state Adam begat a 0O& in his own 
image. 

Q. How has St. Paul argued this point, in the 
fifth chapter of the Romania? 

A. ^^ By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin ; for that all have sinned.'* 
So David says, ^^ Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me." (Psalm 
li. 5.) 

Q. What is the doctrine of the Christian 
fathers on this head? 

A. Tirinus gives a fair summaiy of their 
words : ^^ By one man on entered into the worlds 
and death, preceded with pain. Nor did sin and 
death rest solely on the head of Adam, but 
through him descended on his children, the whole 
human kind ; not merely by imitation, as tiie 
Pelagians allow, but by propagation. For when 
Adam sinned, all the children sinned ; their will 
being collocated in the one will of the Father. 
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Sueh is the doctnne isculcated by the schookneD, 
«nd by the Greek and Latin fathers." 

Q. Then no man can blame the FaUier, 
because we are bom under the promise, thai the 
Saa of God should be manifested in the flesh* to 
destroy the works of the devil ? 

A. No man perishes for Adam's sin. 

Q. But what is the doctrine of the Anglican 
Church on this head 1 

A* ^Original sin is the birth-iiMilt of erery 
man, by which he is Tery far gone from original 
righteonsneBSy and is of himself inclined to eviL'^ 

Q. Did not the Saviour say the same to 
Nicodemus? 

A. His words are, ** That which is bom of the 
flesh is flesh. Marvel not that I said unto thee. 
Ye must be bom again.'' (Johniii. 5 — ^7.) There^ 
fore onr first duty is to regain in Christ what we 
iiave lost in Adam. 



SECTION vin. 



OF THE MOKAL I«AW« 



Q. Man being polluted with impurity, was it 
tiot gracious in the Lord to restrain the out* 
breakings of sin by the strong prohibitions of his 
law? 
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r A. It was the highest mark of his holinefis, and 
the tenderest proof of his paternal care. There* 
fore his first commandment is^ ** Thou shalt have 
none other Gods hut me." 

Q. This was a stroke at Sahseanism, the worship 
of the starsy which prevailed over all the east. 
In Egypt, Heliopolis, the city of the sun, was a 
seat of Sahieanism. Did not holy men ahhor 
it? 

A. Joh says, *^If I heheld the sun when it 
shined, and the moon walking in hrightness; 
and my heart hath heen secretly enticed, or my 
mouth hath kissed jny hand, this were iniquity 
punishahle hy the judge." (Joh i. 26.) 

Q. What does Moses say ? 

A. He cautions the Hehrews, among other 
•errors, " lest thou lift up thine eyes to heaven, 
and, when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and 
the stars, even all the hosts of heaven, shouldest 
he driven to worship them." Moses gives the 
name of shemesh^ *^ a servant," to the sun, that the 
people might not adore it. (Deut. iv. 19.) 

Q. How did image-worship ohtain among the 
Gentiles. 

A. Epiphanlus, a Christian father, says, that 
they made images of the angels that had appeared 
to the patriarchs at sacrifice, and that without 
these they would not travel, nor would the 
soldiers go to battle. 

Q. Give me more information on this point. 
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' A< When those Idols were removed from the 
groves to the temples, the dragon reigned there as 
the god of this world, workmg in the ohildren of 
disobedience. '^When they knew God, they 
glorified him not fusi God ; and their foolish heart 
was darkened/' 

Q. What do the prpphets say of this apostasy? 

A. They satirice their idols as ^' vaAities/' and 
the worship of them as *^ walking in the imagina- 
tion of the heart." 

Q. What does the Saviour say to idolaters ? 

A. ^ Ye worship ye know not what ;" and St. 
Paul, ^ They changed the glory of the incorrupt- 
ible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, to birds, and beasts, and creeping things* 
And they worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever." 
(Rom. i. 23—25.) 

Q. But what do you say of the second com- 
mandment, and of idols in the temples and in the 
Christian churches ? 

A. They crept in, as it were, unawares in 
darker times. The churchesy distinguished with 
illustrious martyrs, would set up statues of the 
saints in conspicuous places, and religious men 
would kneel and worship before them, and 
leave their offerings ; and the clergy, instead pf 
rending their garments, as St» Paul at Lystra^ 
at first secretly, afterwards openly, encouraged 
the sin. 
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Q. Was that all? Did not the sin increase 
and reign in the church? 

A. Yes ; and the Roman Catholics now offer 
them incense, and address them with prayers and 
songs of praise. They make vows to them as 
gods, and swear hy their name. In a word, they 
offer to them the sacrifice of the mass ? 

Q. You forget the Virgin Mary. 
- A. Her they adore in the fall worship of the 
church, and impoverish language to find engaging 
words to celehrate her praise ; and lest it should 
revolt the more enlightened, they disguise all 
this under the name of latriaj which designates 
the highest worship, hut involved in suhordinate 
shades. 

Q. But how does God in the Revelation ex* 
press his ahhorrence at this apostasy ? 

A. '^If any man worship the heast and his 
image, and receive his mark, the same shall 
drink of the wine of the wrath of God, and shall 
he tormented day and night in presence of the 
angels of God." (Rev. xiv. 9 — 11.) 

Q. Did not God say that, on men offending in 
this way, he would visit their iniquities unto 
the third and fourth generation ? 

A. Yes ; and he has done it in our own times. 
On the Revocation of the Edict of Kantz, the 
Protestants of France were reduced to a state of 
beggary, exile, and martyrdom ; and in the third 
and fourth generation their idolatrous, saint-wor» 
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shipping persecutors were drenched with the 
dregs of the same cup, and driven to the very 
countries whither their fathers had hanished the 
Protestants ! 



SECTION IX. 

AGAINST ALL PROFANE SWEARING. 

. Q* Repeat the third commandment. 

A. " Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy Grod in vain ; for the Lord will not. hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.'* 

Q. The Lord having made known his name to 
na, it is for devotion, and the enlargement of the 
soul in prayer and praise, that we invoke his 
name. 

A. Just so ; and to use it otherwise is a. dese- 
cration displeasing to the Lord. 

Q. Seeing the Lord has strengthened the pro- 
mises of the covenant with an oath, ought we not 
iQ vow ohedience to him hy an oath ? 

A. It is sud in the prophet, that " the Gentiles 
should speak the language of Canaan, and swear 
to the Lord." (Isai. xix. 18, 21.) And St. Paul 
calls God to witness the truth that he uttered. 

Q. Why, then, do certain Christians refuse to 
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swear to facts in courts of law, all^^iog the words 
of Christy "< Swesr not at all ?" 

A* They mistake the sense of the prohihition^ 
which forhids swearing by heaven, which is God's 
throne ; and by the earth, which is his footstool ; 
and by the head, ^^for thou canst not make one 
hair white or black." 

Q. In what light do you regard hard swearing 
in our courts ? 

A. The man that swears falsely to plain facts, 
dares the arm of omnipotence to punish his per- 

Q. But ought we to keep an oath into which 
we have been surprised ? 

A. David opens the gates of the sanctuary to 
the man who has sworn to his hurt, and keeps his 
word. And he blessed God that Abigail had 
prevented him from the excision of Nabal's house. 

Q. Is not the spirit and letter of this command 
levelled chiefly at the pro&ne swearing of wicked 
men? 

A. Most assuredly: and Uttle do men think 
when they curse the soul, and blast the limbtf of 
A brother, that all those imprecations will come 
down with four-fold weight on their own heads» 
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SECTION X. 



OF THB SABBATH. 



Q. Rbpbat theybwtA eoimnandTnent* 

A. ** Remember that thou keep holy the Sab- 
bath day : six days shalt thou hibonr, and do all 
that thou hast to do ; but the seyenth day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy Giod. In it thou shalt do 
no TiMtniMir of work ; thou, and thy son, and thy 
daughter, thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, 
thy cattle, and the stranger that is within thy 
gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the 
seventh day, and hallowed it/' 

Q. The Sabbath, having been instituted imme- 
diately after the creation, is no part of the 
eeremonial law, which followed the entrance of 
sin. 

A. Certainly not ; and the Sabbath was ob- 
served by the holy patriarchal fjathers ; even by 
Noah and his family in the ark, during the 
deluge. 

Q. How did Noah observe it ? 

A. When the refluent tides b^;an to abate, he 
sent out a raven, a bird of powerful wings, which 
went and came. After eight days, (the ancient 

c 
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way of counting from Sabbath to Sabbath,) he 
sent out a dove ; and she, finding no rest for the 
soles of her feet, returned to the ark. After 
widting eight days more, he sent her out again ; 
and she returned with an olive-leaf : and, waiting 
other eight days, he sent her out again, and she 
returned no more. 

Q. From Noah must not all the Gentiles have 
known the Sabbath ? 

A. Yes. Aristotle proves that the nations had 
«ne origin, because they all number by tens, and 
honour the seventh day. Josephus affirms that 
there was no nation, however barbarous, that had 
not some knowledge of the Sabbath day. 

Q. Is it not the highest glory of the day, that 
in the sabbatical years, it was made a type of the 
rest that remaineth for the people of God ? (Heb. 
iv. 9.) 

A. No greater honours could have been con- 
ferred upon it. 

Q. Is not the destruction of Jerusalem hud at 
the door of her Sabbath-breakers ? 

A. "Go," said the Lord to Jeremiah, "and 
stand in the gate by which the kings of Judah 
enter, and say. Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye 
kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem. Take heed to yourselves, 
and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring 
it in by the gates of Jerusalem ; neither carry 
forth a burden out of your houses ; neither do ye 
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any work, but hallow ye the Sabbath day, as I 
commanded your fathers. Then there shall enter 
into the gates of this city kings and princes, 
sitting upon the throne of David, riding in 
chariots: and this city shall remain for ever. 
But if ye will not hearken, then I will kindle a 
fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the 
palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quench- 
ed." (Jer. xvii. 19—27.) 

Q. But how did the Christians hallow the 
Sabbath ? 

A. When the Lord arose ftom the dead, and 
the disciples were transported with joy to see him 
triumphant over all his foes, he gave them this 
birth-day of all their hope to be the Sabbath of 
the Christian church. 

Q. Was the new Sabbath extended to the 
Gentiles ? 

A. At Troas, ** on the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul continued his discourse till midnight, ready 
to depart on the morrow;" for he would not 
travel on the Sabbath day. (Acts xx. 70 

Q. Was it observed with the same exactness 
after the apostles were dead ? 

A. Exactly the same. About a. d. 150, when 
Trypho the Jew asked Justin Martyr how the 
Christians improved the Sabbath, he replied, ** We 
abstain from journeys, and spend the day in 
prayer, in reading the holy scriptures, and in 

c2 
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meditation.'* See Matt. xxiv. 20. Here all the 
four parts of worship are mentioned, — prayer, 
reading, meditating with exposition, mixed at 
intervals with psalms and hymns. Thus the 
primitiye Christians ^^made the Sabhath their 
deUght' 
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SECTION XL 



FILIAL PIETT. 



Q. What is the fifth commandment ? 

A. ** Honour thy father and thy mother, that' 
thy days may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee." 

Q. What are the encouragements assigned for 
filial obedience ? 

A. The promise of long life, as realized in the 
holy patriarchs ; and wiUi regard to us our pa- 
rents stand in rank next to the heavenly Father. 

Q. What is your first duty towuds your 
parents? 

A. To love and esteem them, and obey all their 
wise and just commands. So we are required by 
the blessed Paul : ^ Children, obey your parents 
in all things ; for this is well-pleasing to the 
Lord." (Col. iii. 20.) 
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Q. But are children on coming of age to obey 
magistrates and parents in cases of idolatry ? 

A. On these points the apostles have decided 
that we must obey God rather than men ; and 
the Saviour has said, ^* If any man hate not his 
father and mother, he cannot be my disciple." 

Q. What is said of wicked children, who exe- 
crate their parents ? 

A. ^^ Whoso curseth his father or his mother, 
his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness ; 
and the ravens of the valley shall pick out his 
eye, and the young eagles shall eat it." (Prov* 
XX. 20 ; XXX. 17.) 

Q. Does not honouring our parents imply, that 
we support and comfort them in hoary age ? 

A. This is not only a duty, but a debt, for 
their cares over us in infancy ; and our Saviour 
rebuked the Jews for accepting the corban, — a 
gift, exempting a man from supporting his parents. 

Q. But does not this command imply, further, 
that we obey the magistrate, " who beareth not 
the sword in vain 1" 

A. We should love and revere the Queen, as 
the mother of her people ; and pray for her minis- 
ters and magistrates, as assistants of their sove- 
reign, and protectors of the public weal and the 
peace of the people. 
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SECTION XII. 

OF MURDER. 

Q. Repeat the sixth comnuuidment. 

A. " Thou shalt do no murder." 

Q. In what does the atrocity of this sin consist? 

A. In the invasion of the Creator's right to 
dispose of his creature ; in not allowing the vic- 
tim time for recollection and repentance ; in the 
isalamities it brings on his relatives ; in revolt 
against the best of laws enacted for protection and 
defence. 

Q. What punishment awaits the culprit ? 

A. By the law of nature and of nations, 
*^ Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be 49hed." 

Q. What punishment awaits the duellist, who 
deliberately kills his brother ? 

A. In Beverly, we have a tablet of a Dane, 
beheaded for killing his antagonist, anno 1746. 

Q. Have we any like case in England ? 

A. After the battle of Waterloo, an officer was 
hanged for flying in the face of general orders, and 
killing his brother. After that, we had no more 
duels for nearly two years. 

Q. What are we taught respecting suicide ? 

A. It is arming against ourselves our own 
hands, given us for defence. 
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Q. What punishment awaits the wretched 
culprit? 

A. A voice will say to him, "Friend, how 
camest thou in here with bloody hands? How 
didst thou dare to- leave thy wife a widow, and 
thy children orphans ? '* While he stands speech- 
less, the voice adds, " Bind him hand and foot, 
And cast him into outer darkness." 

Q. What is the opinion of enlightened men 
concerning more than two hundred cases of 
suicide that occurred in Paris during the Revo- 
lution ? 

A. Having abandoned the Christian faith, and 
the glory of its hope, they sank into despair, and 
** died as a fool dieth." 

Q. What is the cheering hope that arises from 
the beams of revelation ? 

A. " Unto the upright there ariseth light in 
darkness." Joseph, patient in bonds, was elevated 
suddenly to all the glory that Eg3rpt could confer ; 
and David, sometimes depressed, saw the crown 
of Saul laid at his feet. " Verily there is a re- 
ward for the righteous." 

Q. Are not anger, malice, and revenge com- 
prised in this prohibition? 

A. Assuredly ; for " he that is angry with his 
brother is a murderer." 
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SECTION XIII. 



OF ADULTBBT. 



Q. Repeat the seventh commandment. 
\A. " Thou shalt not commit adultery." 
Q\In what does the turpitude of the crime 
iponsis^ 

A. In\^j|||diiig those whom God hath joined ; 
in covering faibUa^^ith shame and confusion ; 
in exciting revenge im^r>«ue, 

Q. Is murder^ then, a frequ^imt consequence of 
the crime ? 

A. So much 80) that Bishop ReyiMklds has 
written a book entitled, ** God's Revenge %ainst 
Murder and Adultery," and illustrated his ar^^u. 
ments with striking facts. Many wars, besit^e 
the Trojan, have followed those more glaring 
sins. 

Q. Is not seduction and bastardy here com- \ 
prised? 

A. Evidently so ; being a complication of 
peijury, violence, and cruelty on unprotected 
innocence : nor can the offender find peace till he 
has repaired his fault by marriage, or otherwise 
to the utmost of his power. 

Q. Do not men sometimes slander the virtue 
of the women they repudiated? 
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A. Too frequently; and those who favour 
the slander, become partakers of the sm. 

Q. But is not the command levelled also 
against debauchery and prostitution, now so pre- 
dominant in our populous districts? 

A. It is ; and God testifies his abhorrence of 
the sin by afflicting the body ydih. death, and 
casting the soul into a bed ; (Rev. ii. 22 ;) a 
punishment the more terrible as not being 
strictly defined. 

Q. Are not all ministers bcnind to give warn- 
ing to such reprobate characters, according as 
Providence may open their way ? 

A. The Hebrew prophets did this ; as Nathan 
to his sovereign, and John to Herod. How 
else could they have been clear of their 
blood? 

. Q. Does not this law extend to the heart, and 
to all the secret practices we cannot name? 

A. The Saviour has decided against adultery 
of the eye and of the heart, and all such vices 
are the more sinful as they are unnatural. 

Q. What is our best wisdom in the, times of 
temptation? 

A. Prayer, and a strong adherence to the word 
of God. So the chaste Hebrew said, ^^How 
shall I do this wickedness and sin against God ? '* 
^' Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way, 
but by taking heed to thy word? ^ 
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SECTION XIII. 



OF ADULTBBT. 



Q. Repeat the seventh commandment. 
\A. " Thou shalt not commit adultery." 

Qv^In what does the turpitude of the crime 
iconsist^ 

A« In^lijnding those whom God hath joined ; 
in covering fafisiaeEij^ith shame and confusion ; 
in exciting revenge a^ 

Q. Is murder, then, a frequ^nit consequence of 
the crime ? 

A. So much so, that Bishop Reyii^lds has 
written a book entitled, *^ God's Revenge agtiinst 
Murder and Adultery," and illustrated his ar^. 
ments with striking facts. Many wars, besiide 
the Trojan, have followed those more glaring 
sins. 

Q. Is not seduction and bastardy here com- 
prised? 

A. Evidently so ; being a complication of 
peijury, violence, and cruelty on unprotected 
innocence : nor can the offender find peace till he 
has repaired his fault by marriage, or otherwise 
to the utmost of his power. 

Q. Do not men sometimes slander the virtue 
of the women they repudiated? 
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A. Too frequently; and those who farour 
the slander, hecome partakers of the sin. 

Q. But is not the command levelled also 
against debauchery and prostitution, now so pre- 
dominant in our populous districts? 

A. It is ; and God testifies his abhorrence of 
the sin by afl9icting the body with death, and 
casting the soul into a bed; (Rer. ii. 22;) a 
punishment the more terrible as not being 
strictly defined. 

Q. Are net all ministers bound to give warn- 
ing to such reprobate characters, according as 
Providence may open their way? 

A. The Hebrew prophets did this ; as Nathan 
to his sovereign, and John to Herod. How 
else could they have been dear of their 
blood? 

Q. Does not this law extend to the heart, and 
to all the secret practices we cannot name ? 

Am The Saviour has decided against adultery 
of the eye and of the heart, and all such vices 
are the more sinfol as they are unnatural. 

Q. What is our best wisdom in the times ef 
temptation? 

A. Prayer, and a strong adherence to the word 
of God. So the chaste Hebrew said, ^^How 
shall I do this wickedness and sin against God ? ** 
^ Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way, 
but by taking heed to thy word? '^ 
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SECTION XIII. 



OF ADULTBBT. 



Q. Repeat the seventh commandment. 
\A. " Thou shalt not commit adultery/' 

dv^In what does the turpitude of the crime 
(Consist^ 

A. In^yn^ng those whom God hath joined ; 
in covering faSS]««|^ith shame and confusion ; 
in exciting revenge an2r>MUE, 

Q. Is murder, then, a frequ^int consequence of 
the crime ? 

A. So much 80, that Bishop ReyiMklds has 
written a book entitled, ** God's Revenge ajs-iunst 
Murder and Adultery," and illustrated his ar^. 
ments with striking facts. Many wars, besiide 
the Trojan, have followed those more glaring 
sins. 

Q. Is not seduction and bastardy here com- 
prised? 

A. Evidently so ; being a complication of 
peijury, violence, and cruelty on unprotected 
innocence : nor can the offender find peace till he 
has repaired his fault by marriage, or otherwise 
to the utmost of his power. 

Q. Do not men sometimes slander the virtue 
of the women they repudiated? 
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A. Too frequently; and those who favour 
the slander, become partakers of the sin. 

Q. But is not the command levelled also 
against debauchery and prostitution, now so pre- 
dominant in our populous districts? 

A. It is ; and God testifies his abhorrence of 
the sin by afl9icting the body with death, and 
casting the soul into a bed; (Rev. ii. 22;) a 
punishment the more terrible as not being 
strictly defined. 

Q. Are not all ministers bound to give warn- 
ing to such reprobate characters, according as 
Providence may open their way ? 

A. The Hebrew prophets did this ; as Nathan 
to his sovereign, and John to Herod. How 
else could they have been clear of their 
blood? 

. Q. Does not this law extend to the heart, and 
to ail the secret practices we cannot name ? 

A« The Saviour has decided against adultery 
of the eye and of the heart, and all such vices 
axe the more sinful as they are unnatural. 

Q. What is our best wisdom in the times of 
temptation? 

A. Prayer, and a strong adherence to the word 
of God. So the chaste Hebrew said, '^How 
shall I do this wickedness and sin against God ? ** 
^* Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way, 
but by taking heed to thy word? ** 
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SECTION XIII. 



OF ADULTBBT. 



Q. Repeat the seventh commandment. 
■ >A. ** Thou shalt not commit adultery.'* 

dv^In what does the turpitude of the crime 
consis^^ 

A. In\y[Ming those whom God hath joined ; 
in covering raSS]««|^ith shame and confusion ; 
in exciting revenge an2r>HUE, 

Q. Is murder, then, a £requ«jnt consequence of 
the crime ? 

A. So much 80, that Bishop Reyii^lds has 
written a book entitled, *^ God's Revenge aj^ainst 
Murder and Adultery," and illustrated his ar^. 
ments with striking facts. Many wars, besit^e 
the Trojan, have followed those more glaring 
sins. 

Q. Is not seduction and bastardy here com- 
prised? 

A. Evidently so ; being a complication of 
peijury, violence, and cruelty on unprotected 
innocence : nor can the offender find peace till he 
has repaired his fault by marriage, or otherwise 
to the utmost of his power. 

Q. Do not men sometimes slander the virtue 
of the women they repudiated? 
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A. Too frequently; and those who favour 
the slander, hecome partakers of the sin. 

Q. But is not the command levelled also 
against dehauchery and prostitution, now so pre- 
dominant in our populous districts? 

A. It is ; and God testifies his abhorrence of 
the sin by afflicting the body with death, and 
casting the soul into a bed; (Rev. ii. 22;) a 
punishment the more terrible as not being 
strictly defined. 

Q. Are not all ministers bound to give warn- 
ing to such reprobate characters, according as 
Providence may open their way? 

A. The Hebrew prophets did this ; as Nathan 
to his sovereign, and John to Herod. How 
else could they have been clear of their 
blood ? 

. Q. Does not this law extend to the heart, and 
to ail the secret practices we cannot name? 

A. The Saviour has decided against adultery 
of the eye and of the heart, and all such vices 
axe the more sinful as they are unnatural. 

Q. What is our best wisdom in the times of 
temptation? 

A. Prayer, and a strong adherence to the word 
of God. So the chaste Hebrew said, ^^How 
shall I do this wickedness and sin against God ? '* 
^' Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way, 
but by taking heed to thy word ? ^ 
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SECTION XIII. 

OF ADULTEBT. 

Q. Repeat the seventh commandment. 

A. ^ Thou shalt not commit adultery." 

Q. In what does the turpitude of the crime 
consist? 

A* In dividing those whom God hath joined ; 
in covering families with shame and confusion ; 
in exciting revenge and war. 

Q,. Is murder, then, a frequent consequence of 
the crime ? 

A. So much so, that Bishop Reynolds has 
written a hook entitled, *^ God's Revenge against 
Murder and Adultery," and illustrated his argu- 
ments with striking facts. Many wars, heside 
the Trojan, have followed those more glaring 
Bins. 

Q. Is not seduction and bastardy here com- 
prised? 

A. Ip^vidently so ; being a complication of 
peijury, violence, and cruelty on unprotected 
innocence : nor can the offender find peace till he 
has repaired his fault by marriage, or otherwise 
to the utmost of his power. 

Q. Do not men sometimes slander the virtue 
of the women they repudiated ? 
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A. Too frequently; and those who favour 
'the slander, become partakers of the sin. 

Q. But is not the command levelled also 
against debauchery and prostitution, now so pre- 
dominant in our populous districts? 

A. It is ; and God testifies his abhorrence of 
the sin by afflicting the body with death, and 
casting the soul into a bed; (Rev. ii. 22;) a 
punishment the more terrible as not being 
strictly defined. 

Q. Are not all ministers bound to ^ve warn- 
ing to such reprobate characters, according as 
Providence may open their way ? 

A. The Hebrew prophets did this ; as Nathan 
to his sovereign, and John to Herod. How 
else could they have been clear of their 
blood ? 

. Q. Does not this law extend to the heart, and 
to all the secret practices we cannot name? 

A. The Saviour has decided against adultery 
of the eye and of the heart, and all such vices 
are the more sinful as they are unnatural. 

Q. What is our best wisdom in the times of 
temptation? 

A. Prayer, and a strong adherence to the word 
of God. So the chaste Hebrew said, ^'How 
shall I do this wickedness and sin against God ? '* 
^' Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way, 
but by taking heed to thy word? '' 
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Q. Then let all books and pictures be put 
away which have the contrary tendency. 



SECTION XIV. 

OF THEFT, &C. 

Q. What is the eighth commandment % 

A. " Thou shalt not steal." 

Q. In what does the turpitude of this sin o(m- 
sist? 

A. In depriving^ a man of the fruits of lus 
labour ; in purloining the bequests of his friends, 
often dearer to him than his earnings. 

Q. Is not theft rendered more offensive, when 
the thief pilfers the goods intrusted to his care ? 

A. So much so, that if he shall defraud his 
master, he can scarcely ever recover his cha- 
racter, and he forfeits all hope of elevation in 
the establishment where he is placed. 

Q. Did the holy patriarchs educate their sons 
conformably to the spirit of this precept? 

A. Yes ; when search was made for Joseph's 
cup, in which it was thought he could divine, his 
brethren said, **With whomsoever the cup be 
found, let him die." 

Q. What shall be done to the child that pilfers 
a toy from a neighbour's house ? 



OF THBFTy &C. OS 

A. He must himself cany it back, cost what 
it may to his pride : to cover the fi&ult, is to ruin 
the child. 

Q. Is it right for servants to take advantage of 
their master's ignorance ? 

A. No ; nothing should be done unknown to 
the heads of the house. 

Q. What shall be done in daily cases where 
the law is not explicit ? 

A. The golden rule always stands : ^* Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do unto you, do 
ye so unto them." 

Q. In what light shall the men of the world 
be viewed, who are the first to raise, and the 
last to lower, the price of the bread of the 
poor? 

A. It is safest for the Christian to be in the 
second class, and to be numbered with the poor, 
who have no control over the markets, nor 
power to increase or lessen the wages of labour. 

Q. Is not gaming, or a desire to win my neigh- 
bour's money, reprehensible ? 

A. Such gains are accounted unhallowed, and 
should not go into a private purse. 

Q. What is the punishment of a thief? 

A. In gross cases, all nations have accounted 
the crime worthy of death : in smaller cases, 
bonds and stripes have been the milder scourge. 

Q. What is required of a thief who wishes to 
reform? 
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A. To make restitution^ if in his power ; *'ta 
work with his hands, that he may have to give 
to him that needeth." 



SECTION XV. 



OF FALSE WITNESSES. 



Q. Repeat the nifUh commandment. 

A. ^' Thou shdt not hear Mse witness against 
thy neighhour." 

Q. Is not thiff precept designed to guard the 
honour and reputation of our neighbour? 

A. Particularly soy against perjury, calumny,, 
and slander. 

Q. All moralists have regarded peijury, now 
softly called ^^ hard swearing/^ as the worst of 
vices : but what difference do they make between 
calumny and slander ? 

A. Calumny is the invention and propagationr 
of false and wicked reports ; and slander is the 
discussing of a man's faults without a just occa* 
sion. 

Q. In what does the turpitude of this vice 
consist? 

A. In wantonly defaming a man's character, 
which in some cases should be dearer to him 
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than life ; and in the difficulty in which it in- 
Yolves the offender ; for Grod requires restitution. 

Q. This is a just remark : and perhaps the 
calumny may have done irreparahle mischief to 
the injured ; and how can these injuries he re- 
paired ? Tell me ; Does not this calumny often 
hide its enmity under fiEur colours ? 

A. It does amazingly ; for sometimes it hegins 
hy applauding the party, and hlames him but for 
a single fiault ; sometimes it conceals its enmity 
imder the mask of friendship and sorrow for 
public report; sometimes, mixing truth with 
falsehood, it assumes the character of impartiality, 
that we may not suspect the enmity. 

Q. May the God Amen (as in the Hebrew) 
write his name of truth on onr hearts. (Isa. Ixv. 
16 ; Rey. ui. 14.) 



SECTION XVI. 



OF COYBTOUSNBSS. 



Q. What is the tenth commandment^ 
A. "Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, 
nor his servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor hia 
ass, nor any thing that is his." 
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Q. How hae St. Paul explained these words? 

A. As prohibiting inordinate desires : ^^ I had 
not known lUst» except the law had said. Thou 
shalt not covet." So St. James : ^^ When lust is 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin." 

Q. How does this sin efiRsct a man's destruc- 
tion? 

A. While men look at the pride of life, they 
seek to acquire the dazzling objects by injustiee. 
Thus Achan was stoned for the wedge of gold ; 
and Ammon lost his life through inordinate 
desire after Tamar, his sister. 

Q. How does concupiscence render the world 
unhappy? 

A* It beguiles the heart to leave the Lord, 
our chief Good ; ta seek happiness in the crea* 
ture, which we find is not the good for which we 
sigh. 

Q. Has not the Lord promised to write his law 
en our hearts by hb Holy Spirit? 

A. Yes; by sanctifying grace; first, that we 
imght love him with all our heart, and mind, 
and strength ; and secondly, tibat we might love 
our neighbour as ourselves. 

Q. Give the reasons for that law of love. 

A. Because Christ haa loved the church ;. and 
made us one body, one family, one people. 
Therefore whatever vice is forbidden that would 
hurt a neighbour, the opposite virtue is en-* 
joined. 
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' Q. Is it for the same reason that the law re- 
quires us to love our enemies? 

A. The very reason. " If, when we were ene- 
mies, We were reconciled to Grod hy the death of 
hi^ Son," love may gain and win our neighbour 
to loye the Lord. 

Q. What is the high morality that adorns the 
church, and proves that the law of lore is written 
tipon the heart ? 

A. The saints are exhorted to aim at "what- 
soever things are true, whatsoever things are 
h(mest, whatsoever things are just. Whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report ; if there 
be any virtue ; and if there be any praise, think 
on these things." (Phil. iv. 8.) 



SECTION XVII. 



OF THE MESSIAH. 



Q. « What think you of Christt Whose Son 
is he?" 

A. The Scribes answered that question accord- 
ing to the flesh : " The son of David ; " but 
were confounded when told that David, speak- 
ing by the Spirit, had called him '< Lord : " 
"The Lord said to my Lord, sit thou on my 
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right hand, until I make thine enemies thy foot- 
stool." (Psalm ex.) 

Q. You would say, then, child, that we are 
not to take our opinions of Christ from men, 
but from the living oracles: ^^Thus saith t)ie 
Lord." 

A. Exactly so; for none hut Christ could 
speak of himself, and throw light on the names 
ascribed to him in the sacred text. ^^ The world 
by wisdom knew not God." 

Q. What are the leading names given to him 
hy the Holy Spirit ? 

A. Jehovah-Elohim by Moses ; El-Shaddai in 
the book of Job ; the Word, the Wisdom, and 
Arm or Power of God in other places ; in a word, 
the Eternal who was with the Father before the 
birth of time ; with the countless figurative 
names of Rock, Refuge, and Hiding-place. 

Q. What was his name among the Hebrews? 

A. The Messiah ; that is, the Christ, the 
Anointed. " We have found the Messias ; " 
** the Anointed," as in the maigin. (John i. 45.) 
^' I know that Messias cometh." (John iv. 25.) 

Q. Why were those names given to the Saviour ? 

A. Because '' God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost and with power." (Acts x. 
38.) He was ^* anointed with the oil of glad- 
ness above his fellows; for God gave not the 
Spirit to him by measure." 

Q. What does the Saviour say of himself? 
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A. Speaking in the character of Wisdom, he 
saysy ^^ I came out of the mouth of the Most 
High ; I encomj^ass the circle of the heavens, 
and my dwelling is in the piUary cloud." (Eccle- 
siasticus xxiv. 3.) ^^I came forth from the 
Father." " I and my Father are one." 

Q. And are all the divine perfections ascrihed 
to himi 

A. Yes ; all without exception : '^ In him 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead hodily.'' 
He is eternal: ^^In the beginning was the 
word.'^ He is the Creator : " Without him was 
not any thing made that was made." (Psalm cii. 
25 ; Col. L 16.) He is omniscient, ^^ searching 
the heart, and trying the reins." (Jer. xvii. 10 ; 
Rev. ii. 23.) 

Q. Are we to adore and worship him as ^^over 
all, God blessed for ever? " 

A. It was said, ^^Let all the angels worship 
him." (Psalm xcvii. 7 ; Heb. i. 6.) As the 
angels worship none but God, we cannot err in 
following the church above. St. Stephen said, 
** Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ; *' and we say, 
*^ Help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed 
with thy most precious blood." 

Q. As the grandeur of our redemption involved 
all the hopes of man, how was that hope kept 
alive through all the past ages? 

A. By personal appearances and revelations in 
the times of danger and. distress* God said to 
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Abraham, *' In thy seed shall all tlt0 families of 
the earth be blessed." And Jacob, when dying, 
would say, **0 Lord, I have waited for thy 
jsalvation." 

Q. Is not David named in the favoured line ? 

A. When grieving at not being allowed to 
build the temple, the prophet Nathan announced 
a higher favour, — that Grod would raise up of his 
seed a Prince to sit upon the throne for ever, 
and to reign to the ends of the earth. 

Q. But did not the King of Samaria and the 
King of Damcuscus league to cut off all his 
house ? 

A. They did; but the Lord that sat in the 
heavens laughed them to scorn, cut them off, and 
cheered Judea with the promise that a virgin 
should conceive, and bear a Son, and should call 
his name Immanuel, '^God with us." And 
Micah, in the time of trouble, foretells the birth 
of him whose *' goings forth were of old, from 
everlasting." (Mic. v. 2.) 

Q. How do you prove that he was the Messiah ? 

A. Because he descended in the promised line, 
and at the time Daniel had foretold ; and was 
bom of a virgin, and in Bethlehem, when the 
sceptre was departed from Judah, and when all 
the more enlightened expected his advent, and 
while the second temple yet stood. (Hag. ii« 7«) 

Q. What other proofs do you adduce ? 
. A. More than forty prophecies respecting his 
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fnifferings, and death, and resurrection^ were ful- 
filled to the astonishment of all that inquired for 
the truths 

Q. Did not the huming of the city and temple 
demonstrate that the Jews, hy crucifying the 
Lord, had filled up their measure, and that the 
true church should he among the Gentiles ? 

A. Yes ; and so God declared hy the prophets : 
** Ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my 
chosen ; " (my new or peculiar Israel ;) " for the 
Lord God shall slay thee, and call his servants hy 
another name." (Isa. Ixv. 15.) 

Q. Were not the success of the gospel, and the 
glory of the church, equally foretold ? 

A. Equally so ; Isaiah had said, ^^ Thy seed 
shall inherit the Gentiles." (Isa. liv. 3.) The 
word of the Lord grew and prospered amid ten 
persecutions, till Constantine declared himself a 
Christian, when the wealth of the whole Roman 
world came into the church. 



SECTION XVIII. 



THE HOLT INCARNATION. 



Q. How. was the Word made flesh ? 

A. Not hy change of nature, hut hy the 
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essumption of the humanity of Mary, the blessed 
Virgin, by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Why was his conception so divine 1 

A. That he might be exempt from original sin, 
not having sinned in the fall of Adam. The 
Holy One, bom of her, was called the Son of the 
Highest. 

Q. Why are his tribe and family so distinctly 
named? 

A. To identify his person, and mark the period 
of his birth ; for since his incarnation the 
Hebrew records have all been burned. 

Q. Why is the Lord Christ so frequently 
called " the Son of God," and God's " own Son," 
and ^'the Only-begotten of the Father." 

A. To distinguish his inefiable generation : 
^^Unto which of the angels said He at any 
time, Thou art my Son ; this day have I be- 
gotten thee??' (Heb. i. 6.) 

Q. How have the Nicene fathers, the men of 
apostolic descent, expressed themselves in our 
creed ? 

A. "God of God, Light of Light, very Gt)d 
of very God ; begotten, not made ; being of one 
substance with the Father." 

Q. The last phrase being a test-word in the 
confession of faith, how is it proved? 

A. By a cloud of witnesses. Jehovah calls 
the good Shepherd "his fellow:" hence "he 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 



» 



THE HOLY INCARNATION. 45 

and to say, ^ I and my Father are one." (Zech* 
xiii. 7 ; Phil. ii. 5 ; John x. 30.) 

Q. Did not Christ say the same to his dis- 
ciples in the parting scene? 

A. His words are, ** If ye had known me, ye 
should have known my Father also." ^^ He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father." (John xiv. 
7-9.) 

Q. Is it not lamentahle that many learned pro- 
fessors should vacillate and equivocate on those 
points ? 

A. They are spoiled through philosophy, and 
hardened in their cluhs. A rehel must have a 
Mediator, and a sinner needs a Saviour. 

Q« Does he not call himself the I AM, from 
the root Haj<ih or Haiaahy ^^ He is, he was," that 
is the radical of the incommunicahle name Jeho- 
vah? 

A. He does; and the vision of the huming 
bush being interpreted of Christ by TertuUian, 
and in succession by the fathers, Moses ^^ esteemed 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt." (Heb. xi. 25.) 

Q. Why must the Mediation be both God and 
man? 

A. Because the nature that sinned, must suffer 
for sin; and no power less than divine could 
support his humanity in drinking the bitter cup 
of God's displeasure against the revolt of man. 
, A. Are not all the names given to the Messiah 



46 sBcnoN XIX. 

in the Old Testament, given to him in the 
New? 

A. All the same : ^^ This is the true Grod, and 
eternal life ; " (1 John v. 20 ;) " the great (lod 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; " (Titus ii. 13 ;) 
and ^<over all, God hlessed for ever." (Ron^ 
ix. 5.) 

Q. What fEurther was the special design of 
our Saviour's mcamation ? 

A. ^^ Forasmuch as the children are partakers 
of the flesh and hlood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same, that, through death, he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil, and deliver them who through 
the fear of death were all their lifetime suhject 
to hondage." (Heh. ii. 14, 15.) 



SECTION XIX. 



OF CHRIST A PBOPHBT. 



Q. What are the mediatorial offices which 
Christ sustains in the Church ? 

A. The offices of Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Q. Was he promised as a prophet to the Israel- 
ites? 

A. Moses says, ^^A prophet ««hall the Lord 
your God raise up unto you^ of your hrethren. 
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like abto me ; unto him shall ye hearken. And 
it shall come to. pass, that whosoever will not 
hearken unto my words, which he shall speak 
in my name, I will require it of him." (Dent, 
xyiii. 15, 19.) 

Q. How was he a prophet like nnto Moses ? 

A. Moses received his oracles from the clond 
on the mercy-seat ; and Christ, hy a voice from 
the excellent glory on the Mount. 

Q. How did he officiate as a piophet? 

A. By teaching the people, by calling and 
inspiring the prophets. Christ, the Word of the 
Lord, reasoned with Jonah in the gardens, and 
revealed to the apostles the mysteries hid in ages 
past. 

Q. Hotv do you prove that he inspired the 
{>rophet8 ? 

A. St. John says^ *^ Isaiah saw his glory, and 
q^e of him." (John xii. 41.) The rabbins, in 
their notes on the Chronicles, often say, that the 
Word of the Lord spake to the prophets ; and, of 
course, eyery new relation was the subject of a 
new sermon. 

Q. What superior light has he thrown on the 
Deity ? 

A. '^ No man hath seen God at any time : the 
Only-begotten, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared " his love and mercy to man, 
and assured us of " immortality and life brought 
to light by the gospel." 
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Q. Coming as the Prince of seers, has he not 
marvellously opened the minds of men to under- 
stand the scriptures ? 

A. Here is where his wisdom shone out like a 
sunheam, opening the mysteries of his kingdom, 
the destruction of Jerusalem, the dispersion of 
the Jews, and the preaching of the gospel in that 
age to all the Roman world. (Matt. xxiv. 24.) 

Q. Are not his parahles very luminous pro* 
phecies of the success of the gospel, and opera- 
tions of grace on the hearts of men? 

A. Strikingly so ; and they show the cares of 
the Shepherd over his flock, and of the Master 
over his vineyard, and encourage ministers in 
their Lord's work. 

Q. Does he not still teach and guide? 

A. He is '^the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever." *' The meek he will guide in judg- 
ment ; the meek he will teach his way." (Psalm 
XXV. 9.) He gives the weary rest, and ^' knows 
how to deliver the godly out of temptation.' 
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CHRIST A PRIEST. 



Q,. Can you tell me why Jesus Christ is 
called a priest, not heing of Aaron's race? (Psalm 
ex. 4 ; Zech. vi. 13 ; Heh. vii. 21.) 
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A. He was made a priest by an oath ; and is, in 
distinction from all others, of an unchangeable 
priesthood ; that he might make atonement for 
sin, and intercession for sinners. 

Q. Why did God constitute the first-bom of 
patriarchal families to be their priests? 

A. That they might keep the sacred charge of 
religion, and be amenable for the service and 
worship of God ; that all might purify them- 
selves in approaching the altar, and in joining the 
prayers and worship of the Lord. 

Q. Is not, then, the prophetic mission distinct 
from the sacerdotal office ? 

A. It is ; yet it did not exclude the priest from 
becoming a prophet, if the Word of the Lord 
spake to him. St. Paul puts the gift of prophe- 
sying in the highest grade ; it was the word of 
the Lord, the sermon that closed the devotion, 
and left a cheering light on the people. 

Q. What does Job say on that subject? 

A. " After my words they spake not again ; 
and my speech dropped upon them ; and they 
waited for me as for the rain ; and they opened 
their mouths wide as for the latter rain." (Job 
xxix. 22, 23.) 

Q. What is ^' the sacrifice, oblation, and satis- 
faction which Christ has made for the sins of the 
world? 

A. He is ** the Lamb of God that taketh away 
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the sin of the world." He suffered the jast for 
the nnjust^ and hath redeemed us to God by Mb 
blood. 

Q. Was the whole the one Divinity united in 
this oblation and sacrifice for sin ? 

A. Assuredly : '' God spared not his own 
Son;" and the Son satietified himself for the 
altar; and he was ^'offered up through the 
eternal Spirit, that hd might by this one offer- 
ing for ever perfect the ransom of them that are 
sanctified." 

Q. Repeat the thirty-first Article of faith. 

A. '^ The offering of Christ once made is that 
perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction 
for the sins of the whole world, both original 
and actual ; and there is no other satisfaction but 
that alone." 

Q. What is meant by the word "propitia- 
tion?" 

A. The sprinkling of blood before the mercy- 
seat. On the great day of atonement, Aaron 
approached with a basin of blood in each hand z 
the one he poured on the altar, which represented 
God; with the other, he sprinkled the yeil of 
blue, and entered the holy place to bum incense^ 
and pray for the people. So Christ has entered 
heaven with his own blood, having rent the veil 
of flesh, "to appear in the Presence of Grod 
for us." 
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Q. Was not this propitiation to be made 
ni a stroke, once for all ; that is, once and but 
once ? 

A. While all eyes were turned toward the 
stone that God had laid in Zion, the voice said, 
** And I will remove the iniquity of that land in 
one day." (Zech. iii. 9.) 

Q. What lesson is deducible from the fact of 
having so glorious a Highpriest at the Father's 
right hand ? 

A. ^' Let us therefore come boldly to the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need.'' (Heb. iv. l6.) 

Q. Should not the glory of his Person, and 
the offices he sustains, embolden our approaches 
to the throne? 

A. Yes : ** He is able to save even to the utter- 
most all that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for us." (Heb. 
vii. 26.) 

Q. Are not his Mediatorial prayers omnipreva- 
lent with the Father ? 

A. He sits at the Father^s right hand, and 
solicits our salvation as a right : ** Let that sinner 
live ; for I have died : let that captive go ; for I 
have found a ransom." 

Or If Christ be the end of the law, and if it 
be fulfilled, then have not the carnal rites ceased 
with the priesthood of Aaron ? 

A. St. Paul says, the ceremonial law is dlsan- 
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nulled. Christ, cut off "in the midst of the 
week, shall cause the daily sacrifice and oblatioi^ 
to cease." (Dan. ix. 27.) 



SECTION XXL 



CHRIST A KINO. 



Q. What do the prophets say of the regal 
glory of Christ 1 

A. " The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at 
my right hand, until I make thy enemies thy 
footstood." The Lord hath " set his King on his 
holy hill of Zion." " Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end." 
(Psalm ex. 1 ; ii. 6 ; Isai. ix. 7*) 

Q. What are the promises of his kingdom ? 

A. The Father says, "I will give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession." "All 
things are put under his feet." (Pftlm ii. 8 ; 
viii. 6.) 

Q. Does not Daniel name the time when the 
regal power of Christ should be revealed ? 

A. He says, "In the days of these kings" 
(the Romans) " shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but 
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it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." (Dan. 
ii. 44.) 

Q,. By what power was the ancient idolatry of 
the Romans to be destroyed ? 

A. By a Stone cut out without hands, and 
which was to smite the feet of the great image, 
which were " of iron and day. Then was the 
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken to pieces, and became like the dust of the 
summer thrediing-floor ; and the wind carried 
them away, that no place was found for them : 
and the stone that ^mote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth." (Dan. ii^ 
84,35.) 

Q. What does Christ say of that stone ? 

A. « Upon this Rock" (" the Son of the living 
God") ''will I build my church ; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it." (Matt. xvi. 
18.) 

Q. Has not Christ, in giving the keys of his 
temple to Peter and all ministers, thrown open 
the gates of the church to all the willing nations? 

A. Truly so : '' I appoint unto you a kingdom, 
as my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye 
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, 
and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel." (Luke xxii. 29, 30.) 

Q. What charge did he give to the apostles ? 

A. '' All power is given unto me in heaven and 
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in earth. Go therefore and teach all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

Q. Would not these promises inspire them 
-with very great boldness and courage in their 
mission? 

A. Such is the inference of St. Paul : " Where- 
fore we receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear ; 
for our God is a consuming fire.'' (Heb. xii. 
28, 29.) 

Q. Why do infidels reject prophecies so lumi- 
nous ? 

A. '^ Because the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them that do not believe." 

Q,. But, my son, there is one inquiry that 
must not be overlooked : What did the Saviour 
say of the inward kingdom, and the reign of 
grace? 

A. It is neither, " Lo here ! " nor, "Lo there ! " 
for, "behold, the kingdom of God is within you ; 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

Q. Are not very strong words added concerning 
the stability of the Messiah's kingdom ? 

A. After the four beasts (the power of the 
Chaldeans, the Persians, the Greeks, and the 
Romans) had destroyed one another, in suc- 
cession, it is added, " But the saints of the Most 
lligh shall take the kingdom, and possess the 
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kingdom for ever ; even for ever and ever. And 
all dominion shall serve and obey the Ancient of 
Days." (Dan. vii. 10, 27.) 

Q. Must not a sight of the promised kingdom 
coming with power inspire the church with the 
sublimest joy ? 

A. So much so, that the heavens already cele- 
brate it with songs: ''The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christy and he shall reign for ever and 
ever." (Rev. xi. 16.) 
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INFERENCES FROM THE OFFICES OF CHRIST. . 

Q. Is it not, bur first inference from the 
death of the Saviour, that he had finished 
the work which the Father had given him 
to do? 

A. So is the voice of all the apostles : '^ He 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time." (1 Tim. ii. 6.) " That is," says Irenieus, 
** He gave his body for our body, and his soul 
for our soul." 

Q. Is not his death the assured pledge of our 
pardon? 

A. So St. Paul repeatedly says : " In whom 
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we have redemption through his blood, the for* 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace." (Ephes. i. 7 ; Col. i. 14.) 

Q,, How are we to obtain that pardon ? 

A. He adds in the next words, '* I will that 
men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and doubting." (1 Tim. ii. 8.) 
** Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall 
find." 

Q. Were the passion and death of Christ a 
plenary sacrifice for our sins? 

A. When his hour was come, and when in the 
garden he began to ask life for the guilty race, 
his humanity deprecated the bitter cup, which 
proves that he was man ; but his divine will re- 
joined, *' Father, not my will, but thine be 
done I ** 

Q. What followed ? 

A. Being in an agony, he kneeled, and pros- 
trated three times, and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the earth* 
After his agony an angel appeared and strength- 
ened him, that he might on the following day 
drink up on the cross the dregs of the cup. 

Q. Was this whole agony a fall satisfaction to 
the divine justice for our sins? 

A. *^ Because he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, 
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name, that at the 
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name of Jesud every knee should bow, and erery 
tongae confess, that he is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father." (Phil. ii. 6—11.) 

Q. The Lord is then the only Mediator, and 
*^ of the people there was none with him 1 " 

A. '^ He saw that there was no man," (his dis- 
ciples being sleepy,) ''and wondered that there 
was no intercessor; therefore his own arm 
brought salvation unto him, and his righteous* 
ness it sustained him." (Isai. lix. 16.) 

Q. What more does the prophet Isaiah say of 
this subject ? 

A. '' Though he had done no violence, neither 
was deceit found in his mouth ; yet it pleased the 
Lord to bruise him : he hath put him to grief* 
When thou shalt make his soul an offering for 
sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in his hand." (Isai. liii. 9, 10.) 

Q. But the Socinians say, that the Saviour 
died as a pattern of meekness and patience. 

A. They err : for Isaiah uses tuhantj the word 
used by Moses to designate a ram offered for a 
trespass-offering, which has nothing to do with 
meekness and patience. (Lev. v. 15.) 

Q. Then the garden of Gethsemane waa the 
grand scene of contest with heaven for our re* 
demption? 

A, There the Saviour was our covert and 
hiding-place from the tempest ; there '' he offered 
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up strong cries and tears as our high priest, and 
was heard in that he feared." (Isai. xxxii. 2 ; 
Heb. V. 7.) 

Q,, What thanks, then, should we render to 
God for his unspeakable gift ? 

A. We should sing, *'Unto him that hath 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood ; and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father ; to him be glory and domi- 
nion for ever and ever. Amen.'' (Rev. i. 5, 6.) 



SECTION XXIII. 

THE BESUBJEUBCnON OF CHBI8T. 

Q. The resurrection of our Lord being the 
key-stone of the Christian temple, what have 
you learned on that subject ? 

A. That Christ died for our sins, and rose 
again on the third day, as Isaac from the altar, 
and Jonah from the deep. 

Q. How was our Saviour interred ? 

A. Joseph of Arimathea, having begged the 
body of Pilate, buried him in his own new sepul- 
chre, in which no corpse had been interred, and 
rolled a great stone to the mouth of the cave. 

Q,. What occasioned the Roman guard ? 
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A. In OUT Saviou/s first public visit to Jem- 
ealem, when the Jews had asked a liign, he had 
said, ^^ Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up again." Therefore they had 
placed the guard, to prove that he was a de^ 
ceiver. 

Q. And how did he rise from the dead ? 

A. Having lain till the third day, the angel 
of the Lord descended, and roUed back the stone; 
cmd for fear of him the guards became as dead 
men ; and the Saviour, putting on immortality 
as a garment, arose the first-begotten from the 
dead. 

Q. 1*0 whom did he first appear? 

A. To Mary Magdalene, who wept most ; next 
to Peter, broken-hearted for denying his Lord ; 
then to the women, to James, and the twelve ; 
giving them infallible proofs of his resurrection 
to life and glory : " ThJem were the disciples 
glad when they saw the Lord." 

Q. What occurred the following Sabbath ? 

A. Thomas, being absent, had refused to believe 
on human testimony ; therefore the Lord called 
upon him by name to thrust his hand ijlto his 
side, and to feel with his fingers the priiits of the 
nails. 

Q. What occurred on his third appearance, 
when he sat amid the seven apostles by th6 
sea of Galilee ? 

A. He restored Peter to his ministry by ask** 



60 SECTION XXIlf. 

ingy *^ Simon, son of Jonas, Lovest tliou me more 
than these 1" and Peter havmg answered, ** Yea, 
Lord ; thou knowest that I love thee," the 
Saviour's approbation was given by the charge, 
'^ Feed my lambs." After a second and a third 
inquiry, it was again and again said, ** Feed my 
sheep." (John xxi.) 

Q,. What more do you add ? 

A. He was seen by about five hundred breth- 
ren on a mountain in Galilee ; and Jesus came 
and spoke unto them, saying, ^^ All power is g^ven 
unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture." 

Q. Did he not appear finally to the apostles, 
and charge them not to depart from Jeru- 
salem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father? 

A. He did ; and led them out to Mount Olivet, 
and gave them final instructions respecting their 
ministry ; and blessed them in his ascension. 

Q. But St. Paul saw the Lord : did he not? 

A. Yes ; and the gospel was fully revealed to 
him that he might go and teach the gentile world. 
And had there been any fiaw in the apostolic 
testimony, the very acute mind of St. Paul must 
have detected the imposture, and abandoned the 
hopeless cause. 

Q. The learned Bishop Horsley asks here, 
^ Might not the apostles have done it through 
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pride and ambition, to avoid the shame of their 
delusion?" 

A. The whole character of man says the con* 
trary : they had no reward but bonds and afflic- 
tion in every place. The malice of the Jews was 
inveterate. Preaching Christ crucified was to 
them a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks fool- 
ishness. Had their Master deceived them, they 
would have retired from the contest. 

Q. What is the spiritual improvement which 
St. Paul makes of this subject ? 

A. That we should rise with Christ to newness 
of life ; and set our affections on things above^ 
and not on the earth. 



SECTION XXIV. 

OF THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST. 

' Q. To what heaven did the Lord ascend ? 

A. He ascended to the Father, high above all 
heavens ; that he might fill all things." 

Q. Were not the gifts which he shed down on 
the church so many proofs that he was glorified 
with the Father? 

A. So David asserts, ^^ Thou hast ascended up 
on high ; thou hast led captivity captive, and re- 

F 
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€eired gifts for men ; yea, for the rebelHous also^ 
that the Lord Crod might dwell among us." 
(Psalm Ixviii. ; Eph. iv.) The gift of tongues 
was a demonstration of his glorious power : ^^ He 
bath shed forth this which ye now see and hear." 
<Acts u. 33.) 

Q. What were the objects of his ascension! 

A. To prepare us a place, to send down the 
Comforter, and to reign in glory with the Fatiier. 

Q. What other things are added? 

A. He ascended to make known to th6 princi« 
palities and powers in hearenly places by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, to vanquish 
his enemies, and superintend the gospel to tho 
end of the world. (Eph. iii. 10.) 

Q. Are not the glories he there enjoys models 
of our future felicity"? 

A. *' We are raised up and quickened together 
with Christ, that in the ages to come he might 
show the exceeding riches of his grace in his 
kindness toward us, through Christ Jesus." 
(Eph. ii. 7.) 

Q. What return shall we make to him for the 
unbounded riches of his grace 1 

A. As he confesses us before his Father, we 
are bound to confess him before men, that we 
may be approved in the day of his coming. 
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OF REPBNTAXCB. 



Q. The light of the gospel being come, God 
now commandeth all men ereiy where to repent» 
What is that godly sorrow which worketh repent- 
ance unto life 1 

A. It proceeds from a sight and sense of our 
sins, excited by the terrors of the Lord ; from 
self-abhonr^ice for past offences. 

Q, It is said of Saul, struck down with rebukes 
for persecuting the saints, ^^ Behold, he prayeth." 

A. It is wise in the awakened soul to cry for 
mercy, as in Psalm cxxx. : ^ Out of the depths 
have I cried to thee ; Lord, hear my prayer, hear 
thou the voice of my supplication." 

Q,. Should not the penitent instantly withdraw 
from worldly parties, and renounce all his sins^ 
though dear to him as a right hand, or a right 
eye? 

A. Ye% most surely* David says, ^^I made 
haste and delayed not to keep thy command-^ 
ments.'' Otherwise the patent would lose all 
his good impressions. 

Q. But Satan suggests, ** You are young, and 
in health, and Grod is gracious ; therefore you 
need not be alarmed for the indiscretions of 
youth.'* 

f2 
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A. But truth says, *^ He that trusteth in his 
own heart is a fool." All young people do not 
live to he aged ; and on a death-hed repentance 
may he denied:. at midnight the door was shut 
against the foolish virgins. 

Q. But do not all console themselves with 
hopes of the divine mercy ? 

A. So it would seem ; hut men should not 
hope for inheritance without the title-deeds ; for 
** the wicked is driven away in his wickedness, 
hut the righteous hath hope in his death." 

Q. What is the hest wisdom and first duty of 
a man who feels the word of God quick and 
powerful, and sharper than a two-edged sword Z 

A. It is, to open his heart to his pious minister, 
whose office it is ** to hind up the hroken-hearted, 
and to comfort all that mourn." So the Lord 
sent Ananias to Saul of Tarsus, and hy the mi- 
nistry of that good man Saul's conversion was 
perfected. 

Q,. But do not men expect fruits meet for 
repentance? 

A. They expect the convert to come out from 
among the wicked, and not to touch or taste the 
unclean thing ; to restore that which he haa 
taken away, and to make the hecoming apologiea 
«ven to men for offences. 

Q. But is there not more pleasure in weeping 
for sin than there can he in revolts against 
Heaven ? 
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A. ** Let the hearts of them rejoice that seek 
the Lord ;" they that seek shall find him to their 
unspeakable joy. 
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OP FAITH. 



Q. What is the confession of the Christian 
faith? 

A. To believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. (John i. 49 ; Acts viii. 37.) 

Q. What is it to believe with the heart unto 
righteousness ? 

A. To experience a conviction '^that Christ 
has loved me, and given himself for me.'* 

Q. Do the Homilies speak as St. Paul does on 
the full act of justifymg faith 1 

A. They call it, '^ A sure trust and confidence 
in God, that my sins are forgiven through the 
merits of Christ, and that my soul is restored to 
the favour of God." 

Q. How does this fiedth save the soul ? 

A. By a full consent to Christ, embracing the 
covenant and promises, by which ^ Christ is made 
of God unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption." (1 Cor. i. 80.) 

f3 
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Q. What are the happy effects of thus em- 
bracing Christ ? 

A. " To as many as believed on him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believed on his name." 

Q,. Does that victorious power of feith fill the 
mind with all peace and joy through believing ? 

A. So much BO as to enable the Christian to 
*^ account all things but dross and dung for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the 
Lord." 

Q. Is it not to be regretted that many Chris- 
tians seem to know but little of the hope and 
glory to which they are called ? 

A. They rest in the paths of duty, and, having 
no spiritual guide , are not exhorted to go on to 
perfection. 

Q. But what if the Brid^oom should come 
and find them unprepared ; would there not be a 
great alarm, and sending for physicians for the 
body, and holy presbyters to pray for the soul ? 

A. Alas ! we have sometimes seen it so ; and 
sometimes they die with a conscience not com* 
posed. 



OF JUSTIFICATION. 67 



SECTION XXVII. 



OF JUSTIFICATION. 

Q. What is justification ? 

A. It is the removal of guilt by an atonin 
sacrifice, and the gift of righteousness by 
faith. 

Q. Can any man be justified till he is first 
brought to the bar, till every mouth is stopped, 
and all the world found guilty before God ? 

A. So the blessed Paul argued in his day. He 
then brightened the eyes of the contrite by the 
declaration, that now the righteousness of God 
by faith is on all who believe the record that God 
hath given of his Son. (Bom. iii. 20 — ^28.) 

Q. How is justification defined in the eleventh 
Article of the Church of England ? 

A. ^^The accounting a man righteous before 
God by faith, and not for his own deservings." 

Q. How does the learned Bishop Bull express 
this leading article of faith 1 

A. " The justification preached and published 
by Christ in the gospel, is no other than an act of 
God's grace, on every one truly believing in 
Christ, with faith previously formed in the heart, 
by which he absolves and liberates them from 
the guilt and penalty of all sins, however grievous 
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they might he, and from which none could hope 
for remission hy the law of Moses."* 

Q. What do you understand hy "the righteous- 
ness of God which is hy faith" upon all helievers : 
an expression which often occurs ? 

A. " Christ is made of God unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion. He was made sin (a sin-offering) for us, 
that we might he made the righteousness of God 
in him." (2 Cor. r. 21 ; 1 Cor. i. 30.) 

Q,. Why does St. Paul make use of hoth thesd 
phrases, — "the righteousness of God," and **the 
righteousness of fedth ?" 

A. To lead the seeker from the covenant of 
works to seek righteousness hy faith : " No need 
to go far hence, the promise is at hand. * If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus^ 
and shalt heliere in thy heart that the Lord hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt he saved : 
for with the heart man believeth unto righteous^ 
ness.*" (Rom. x. 9, 10.) 

Q. Do, then, all our alms and prayers con^ 
trihute nothing toward our justification? 

* JuiHfiaUionem iUam qws in ChrUti Evangelio pub- 
Kcata et promulgata eH nihil aUu4 e99e, quAm graiuittua 
Dei actum^ quo propter Christum ver4 credenteSf t>. ^fide 
formatA prteditoSy abtoltnt, ac liberat d reatu et pcend 
omnin/m peccatorum^ etiam gravissimorumy et quorum ex 
lege Mods nulla prorsus venia speranda erat. — Harmonia 
jlpostoUca, p. 4 1 1 . 
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A. If there be time and opportunity, they are 
memorized as fruits meet for repentance; if 
otherwise, the promise is, ^' They that look shall 
live." 

Q. Was Abraham's faith "counted," reckoned, 
or imputed, " to him for righteousness ?" 

A. When *' the God of glory appeared to him, 
saying, Get thee out of thy country," with the 
promise that Christ should descend in his line ; 
Abraham beUeved God, and wandered in the land 
of Canaan ; and, when called, he offered up Isaac, 
his son, the heir of all the promises. 

Q. The grace of righteousness by faith being 
great. Does not St. Paul guard it by frequent in- 
junctions of obedience ? 

A. Yes ; he tells us that " Christ became the 
author of eternal salvation to all that obey him." 
" By faith Noah, being warned of God, prepared 
an ark, by the which he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith." (Heb. v. 9 ; xi. 7.) 

Q. Is not the doctrine of salvation by faith 
the brightest trait of God's love to fallen 

men? 

A. Undoubtedly ; for it adapts the cure to the 
case. When the insolvent debtors had nothing to 
pay, the benevolent and merciful Creditor frankly 
forgave them both ; and to Naaman, the leper, 
the word of the Lord was, "Wash, and be clean." 
(2 Kings vO 



70 SECTION XXTII. 

Q. How was it that the rahhins misunderstood 
their prophets on the righteousness of God ? 

A. Their pride, in not submitting to ther 
righteousness of God, to he saved as poor sinners, 
threw a veil on their hearts when Moses and ther 
prophets were read. 

Q. Is it not the same with some Professors in 
our colleges 1 

A. They err, not beginning religion with 8 
broken heart for sin; they err in the pride of 
science, arraigning revelation at their bar ; they 
err, trusting to philosophy, which leaves them in 
their sins. 

Q. What is St. Paul's revision (ht summing-up 
of this subject of justification by faith ? 

A. ** Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect ? It is God that justifieth ; who is 
he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died ; 
yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who moketh intercession for 
us." (Bom. viii. 34») 



SECTION XXVIII. 



OF SANCTIFICATIOV. 



Q,. By what names is sanctification distiu' 
guished in the Scriptures 1 
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A« It is called '^holiness ;" ^^a new heart and 
-a right spirit ;" *^a clean heart/' inscribed with 
the law of the Lord. 

Q. Are not the same names, with modifica* 
tions, used in the scriptures c^ the New Testa- 
ment? 

A. It is there designated ** the new man," ^^ the 
spirit of glory and of grace/' *^ the inner man of 
the hearty" ^Hhe divine nature," and ^Hhe law 
of the Spirit of life." 

Q. Are not many of those names used in op- 
position to the evil nature in which we are all 
-concaved and bomi (Psalm li. 5.) 

A. "The new man," or "the new creature" 
is so called in opposition to " the old ;" "the law 
of the Spirit of life," as opposed to " the law of 
sin and death ;" and the being ^^ carnally minded" 
to the being "spiritually minded, which isUfe 
and peace." 

Q. Regeneration, which is inseparable from 
justification, introduces a birth from above, which 
we are called to foster with daily care. 

A. So is the voice of inspired men : " Grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ " The <com grows, first 
the blade, then the ear, and after that the full 
■com. In other word% Christians from being 
children become young men, and from young 
men fathers. 

Q^ What are the promises of sanctifying grace f 
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A. "The Lord thy God will circumcise thy 
hearty and the heart of thy seed after thee, to 
love the Lord thy Grod with all thy heart and 
soul." 

Q. How has Ezekiel expressed the pro- 
mises ? 

A. "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall he clean ; from all your im- 
purities, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. A new heart also will I give you, and a 
new spirit will I put within you ; and I vdll take 
away the stony heart, and will give you a heart 
of flesh, and cause you to walk in my statutes.** 
(Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 2G.) 

Q. How would St. Paul have the Christians 
improve these promises ? 

A. By ^^ cleansing ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and of the spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God." (2 Cor. vii. 1.) 

Q. Are they not wise that do so ? 

A. Truly so ; for they eat the full ripe fruits,, 
while grovelling worms taste hut the immature 
fruits of the garden. 

Q. But, the soul having progressed from 
humhle heginnings to purity of heart, how is the 
living temple to he adorned ? 

A. The Father and the Son will come and 
make their ahode with the man that keeps the 
sacred word : he shall he an hahitation of God 
through the Spirit. The Lord will not disdain 
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to dwell with men who groan in terrestrial 
temples. 

Q. What is the direct way to attain the pro • 
mised blessings? 

A. *^ For all those things I will be inquired of^ 
fiuth the Lord.'' The apostle prays that Christ 
might dwell in the heart of the Ephesians by 
faith, and that they might be ^^ rooted and 
grounded in love." 

Q* Repeat the words of the Collect on that 
ftubject, beginning, ^^ Almighty Grod, unto whom 
all hearts be open." 

A. ^* Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit ; that we may per- 
fectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen." 
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OT WAXJONG IN THB COUFOBT OF THS HOLT GHOST. 

Q. Is there not very great consolation pro- 
mised to persons in a justified state 1 

A. ^ Blessed are the people that know the joy* 
f^l sound : they shall walk, Lord, in the light 
of thy cotrntenanee ; in thy name shall they re- 
joice all the day : and in thy righteousness shall 

they l>e exalted.'^ (Psalm Ixxxix. 15, 16.) 

* 
a 
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Q. Does not our Saviour promise the same ? • 

A. *^ I am the light of the world ; he that fol- 
loweth me shall not walk in darkness^ but shall 
have the light of life." (John viii. 12.) 

Q. What does St. Paul say of those comforts ? 

A. ^^Hope maketh not ashamed, because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our heart by the 
Holy Ghost, which is given unto us." (Rom.Y.5.) 

Q. But is there not great danger, my child, of 
being too assuming, and speaking too boldly of 
those high &vours, while the life is deficient, as 
to the Christian temper ? 

A. Inquiry should be made whether we have 
been saved from the power of sin ; and whether 
those favours were given in answer to prayer, — 
to bind up the broken-hearted, and to comfort 
those that mourned. 

Q. Are those favours, like the rays of the sun 
shining out from a cloud, given instantaneously ? 

A. So the prophets seem agreed : ^^ While I 
was musing, the fire kindled." And the two 
disciples said, *' Did not our heart bum within U8 
while he talked with us by the way, and while 
he opened to us the Scriptures? " (Luke xxiv. 32.) 

Q. Does not the sixth Collect after Trinity 
speak to the same efiPect ? 

A. " God, who hast prepared for them that 
love thee such good things as pass man's under- 
standing, pour into our heart such love toward 
thee, that we, loving thee above all things may 
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obtain thy promises, which exceed all that we 
can ask." 

Q. Does not David mourn under the hidings 
of God's face? (Psalm xxx. 7.) 
' A. He was in heaviness through manifold 
temptations ; and, like him, we should weep and 
pray for the Lord's return. 

Q. And are those comforts so clear as to supers 
sede the spirit of bondage and fear ? 

A. Not always ; but in many instances, as in 
G^tia under St* Paul's ministry, the joys of 
remission are abundant ; in others, they strengthen 
in all the means of grace. (Gal. iv. 15 ; 
1 Pet. i. 8.) 

Q. How is it that those joys decay, and the 
spark is apparently lost ? 

A. The fire decays by negligence, or becomes 
extinct by relapses into sin. 

Q. What is our duty in that case ? 

A. To implore mercy without delay, and en-^ 
treat the Lord to restore to the soul the joys of 
his salvation. 

Q;. What is meant in some of our good books 
by " the drawings of the Holy Spirit ?" 

A. All his inward and less perceptible movings 
to devotion ; for " every good gift and every per- 
fect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights." (James i. 17.) 
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SECTION XXX. 

OF PRATBR. 

Q. What have you been taught in respect of 
prayer, — a duty prominent in all the scriptures ? 

A. Our Saviour spake ^a parable,— thai moi 
ought always to pray, and not to fiiint.** 

Q. Has he not given us great enoouragement 
to pray? 

A. His words are, ** Verily, verily, I say unto 
you. Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in my name : ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full." (John xvi. 
23, 24.) 

Q. Illustrate those beautiful words. 

A. In them we have, 1. The nature of prayer ; 
it iei asking the Father. 2. The order of prayer ; 
in the name of Jesus. 3. The enlargement of 
prayer : ^^ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father.** 
4. The assurance of prayer : '^ He will give it 
you.** 

Q. What should be our enoouragement in every 
case for which we pray % 

A. The pronuses ; for after having enumerated 
the blessings of the covenant, the prophet adds^ 
<<Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for tiiis 
be inquired of by the house of Israel.** (Esek. 
Txxvii.) 
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Q. Are we not particularly required to pray 
for the QueeQy and for all her MiniBters and 
Governors ? 

A. Particularly so ; for in her glory we have 
glory, and in the stability of the throne we have 
defence. 

Q. Above all, are we not required to pray for 
the prosperity of religion, and the good estate of 
the holy catholic church ? 

A. Yes ; the injunction is emphatic : " Ye 
that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, 
and give him no rest, tQl he establish ; yea, till 
he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.'' (Isai. 
Ixii. 7-) 

Q. Does not St. Paul make the like request 
in behalf of himself and others ? 

A. ^* Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free course, and he 
glorified, even as it is with you." 

Q. Does he not requite the favour by praying 
for the brethren ? 

A. His words are, ** And the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and into the patient 
waiting for Christ." (2 Thess. iii. 1, 5.) 

Q. Tertullian being asked whether the Chris- 
tians did not worship three Gods, — what was his 
reply? 

A. He said, ^'We worship the Son; but the 
Son is not another God." 
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SECTION XXXI. 

OF BAFnSM. 

Q. Is baptlim a rite coeral with the worship 
of the holy patriarchs ? 

A. Witiiout a shadow of doubt ; for Jacob aiud 
to the people of his camp, ** Be ye clean ;'* and 
Moses saidy ^^ Sanctify yoarselves to-day, and to- 
mor|x>w, 2^id wash your clothes, for on the third 
day the Lord will come down." (Exod. xix.) 
All the Gentiles, too, had their lustrations. 

Q,. The baptism of John, was it from heayen ? 

A. Christ, the Word of the Lord, sent him to 
baptize, and to make ready a people for the Lord, 
giving the sign infallible, that he on whom he 
should see the Spirit descend, was the Messiah, 
who should baptize with the Holy Ghost. 
(John i. 33.) 

Q. Did our Saviour transfer the like command 
to the apostles ? 

A. He bade them ^^go i^to all the world, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." (Matt, xxviii. 19.) 

Q. How was baptism administered? 

A. In the warmer climates generally by im« 
mersion, exceptions being made for the weak and 
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the riokly. Constantine^ the Emperor, was bap- 
tUed m his bed by the aspeHrioD of water. 

(^ In all thoee aacieat lastrations and Hebrew 
baptismsy were the children included ? 

A. No man ever doubted it, and no writer of 
those times says the contrary. Dr. Ughtfoot 
gives usy in his Ck>mmentSy (upon Matt, iii.,) the 
rules for training up the baptized cbildren of 
heathen parents, which were numerous in the age 
preceding our Lord. 

Q. Have we any records of Christians baptising 
their children ? 

A. The apostles baptized by households^ as was 
then the existing custom ; and Origen, the most 
voluminous writer we have, says, ^^ It was always 
the custom of the church to baptize ohildren $ 
because, if they lived but an hour, they were not 
free from orighial sin.'* He adds, that they did 
so by apostolical tradition.* 

Q, Why are we now forced with tracts which 
say, rather scomfolly, that there is no command 
to baptize children, and that baby-bapUsm does 
them no good ? 

• 

* Pro hoe et ApottoUt tradiHonem nucepit eiiam 
parvulis bapHsfiuun tUuft ; toiekaii mm iUi quibut my*» 
teriortim ucrtia oommUta tuni dMnomm, quia essmt in 
omnibus yenuinm fordes peccati*See Pr. Wall, p. 38« 
He adds, on the Acts of tlie Apostlesy ** the traditioii of 
the apostles ; for they to wbom the divine mysteries were 
eommitted knew that there is in ail the hereditary poUotioa 
of sin." 
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A. The command to baptize includes tlie chil- 
dren. And John leaped in the womb of his 
mother, while the Virgin related to Elizabeth 
the divine assumption. Therefore these books 
deceive us by telling us but half the truth. 
, Q. But what privilege does baptism confer on 
our children ? 

' A. The same as circumcision in the syna- 
gogues : it makes them members of Christ in his 
church : and **of such is the kingdom of God." 

Q. Is then the exterior baptism of water the 
ablution of sins ? 

A. No ; for the blood of Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit, alone can purify us from our sins. 
. Q,. What is the opinion of Archbishop Wake 
on this subject ? 

A. His words are, that the baptized by Christ 
have a right to those benefits. And Archbishop 
Seeker says, 'Uhat Moses calls the Israelites 
(Deut. xiv.) the children of God, because they 
were in covenant with God." (Lect. II. on the 
Church Catechism.) 

Q. These are wise and prudent remarks, and 
widely different from those of high papistical 
men of our own times, who associate Divinity 
with their office, asserting that the Holy Ghost 
must regenerate whenever it is their pleasure to 
baptize. 
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SECTION XXXU. 

OF THE E17CHA1II8T. 

Q« What is the nature and dedgn of the 
holy Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper? 

A. It was inatitnted m order to commemorate 
the paadon of our bleaeed Lord, and to ehow hia 
death till he shall come. 

Q« Were not the brdk^n bread, and the ivine 
poured out» the strongest marks of the Sayiom<a 
love? 

A« His words are, ** Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for hia 
friends:*' ^^But God oommendeth his love to» 
ward US, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for ns,** (John xv. 13 ; Bom. v. 8.) 

Q, Does not the eye of £uth ** discern the 
Lord's body," and see him presiding at the table, 
and hear his voice, as in the upper chamber ? 

A. So the church has ever taught ; and the 
joy9 of remission, and the coneolations shed down 
on the fJEuthful, are more than voliuQes can 
recount. 

Q« How is it that the saints receive so much 
good in communicating at the appomted times? 

A. Because the Lord is plea8e4 to bless hia 
ordinances with the promised gince, and because 
greater exertions are then made to obtdiil a 
blessing. 
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Or. It is called "the Holy Communion;" why? 

A. Because the faithful are admitted to fellow- 
ship with the Father, and the Son Jesus Christ ; 
yea, and with all saints. 

Q,. How does our good old hishop ^Ifrick ex- 
press himself on that suhject? (a.d. 1000.) 

A. Refusing the doctrine of transuhstantiation, 
he says, ^Hhat Christ hallowed bread and wine to 
husel : and as a loaf is made up of many grains 
of com, and one bread, so the church is composed 
of many members, and one body," * 

Q,. Is it not required that a man should ex- 
amine himself before he participates of the sacred 
elements? 

A. He should, being a true penitent for past 
sins, form holy resolutions of future devotion to 
the Lord ; and the Lord graciously inyites the 
weary and heavy laden to come and find rest. 

Q,. How do those invitations read ? 

A. '^And the Spirit and the bride say. Come. 
And let him that heareth say. Come. And let 
him that is athirst come ; and whosoever will, let. 
him take the water of life freely." (Rev. xxii. 17.) 

Q. Why is this ordinance called **the Holy 
Eucharist?" 

Q. Because of the short eucharistical h3rmn8 
usually sung ; as, " Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood ; and 

• Sermon in Die Patcha. — JOhn Fox. ^TiMe/isthe 
old Eoglidh word for '' saorament." 
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hath made us kings and priests unto God, and his 
Father ; to him he glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen." (Rev. i. 6, 6.) 

Q. Should not devout and well-instructed 
young people he encouraged to communicate at 
an early age 1 

A. Without a douht; and young people can- 
not properly he accounted Christians, till they 
have participated of that ordinance ; that, heing 
strengthened in the richer means of grace, they 
may fully confess the Saviour in holiness and 
usefulness to the end of life. 

Q. By usefulness I suppose you mean, my 
^ear hoy, ^' to he steadfast and unmovahle, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord." 

A. I would say, that they should join the 
church and their ministers in social prayer ; in 
the cares of the sick ; and in reproving sin in the 
gate, as was the practice of holy men in ancient 
times, not forgetting the missions abroad. (Amos 
V. 10 ; Isai. xxix. 21.) 

Q. And is not such a devotion of life the most 
acceptable oblation we can offer to him 'fthat 
went about doing good ?" 

A. So, indeed, are his words : ^' Blessed is that 
servant whom his Lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing. Verily I say unto you. That he 
shall make him ruler over all his goods." (Matt, 
xxiv. 46, 47.) 
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SECTION XXXIII. 

TUB RBYISIOir. 

Q. It is asked in an ancient catechigm, *^ Why 
are you a Christian ? " If such a question were 
addressed to any of yon, my dear children, what 
answer would you ^ve? 

A. Because Grod has sent his Son into the 
world, and commanded all men to heli«ye on 
him, with the promise of everlasting life. Thus 
grace Is great, and requires a foil return. 

Q. What would your reply he if asked to give 
a reason of the hope that is in you ? 

A. I should answer, that it is likely that the 
heavenly Father when he saw confusions of 
philosophy in the schools, would gracionsly send 
a prophet to teach us the plain way of wisdom 
leading to eternal life. 

Q. Then you regard the christian religion as a 
healing remedy for the miseries of man. 

A« Incomparahly so : Christ takes away the 
sin of the world hy an atoning sacrifice, and 
publishes pardon to the contrite in richest forms 
of promises ; and assurance of righteousness and 
life is given us by his resurrection from the dead* 

Q. How does the gospel heal our discords ? 

A. It removes the enmity by regeneration, 
shedding abroad the love of God in our hearts. 



TBS WETISION. 85 

and mafeing " charity the end of the command- 
ment out of a pure heart, a good conacjence, and 
faith unfeigned." (1 Tim. vi. 6.) 

Q. St Paul often names Christ as the Wisdom 
of God: how is that idea illustiated ? 

A. He says, that when the despised Teacher, 
marred in visage more than any man, should open 
his mouth, kings and professors in colleges should 
shut their mouths; for ^that which had not 
been told them, should they see ; and that which 
they had not heard should they consider.*' 
(Isfd. lii. 16.) 

Q^ How does he paraphrase the prophet's 
words? 

A. ** Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered the heart of man, the things that 
God hath prepared for them that love him." 
(1 Cor. ii. 9.) Therefore he cries with triumph, 
'* Where is the scribe? Where is the wise? 
Where is the disputer of this world?" 

Q. Does he not exult on being* intrusted with 
a ministry so divine ? 

A. His words are, ^^Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things loss for the excellency of Christ 
Jesus my Lord : for whom I have 8u£Ecred the 
loss of all things, and do count them but dung 
that I may win Christ," &c. (PhU. iii. 8.) 

Q. Does he not devoutly pray that all. men 
might know what was the followship of this 
mystery of godliness ? 
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A. On this subject he enlarges, and beseeches 
God that the Ephesians, having the eyes of their 
understanding enlightened, might know what 
was the hope of his calling, and what were the 
riches of his inheritance in the saints," &c. 
(Eph. i. 15—18.) 

Q. Are not the mysteries of our redemption 
the most interesting subject for the contemplation 
of angels ? 

A. Moses gives the inclined position of the 
cherubim^ and represents them as prying into 
the ark, to develope the salvation of which the 
holy prophet had spoken : (1 Pet. i. 10 — ^12 :) and 
our Saviour ascended up on high, ^Hhat unto 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might 
be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God." (Eph. iii. 10.) 

Q. What a triumph does revelation enjoy here 
over the schools that make light of the gospel ! 

A. Of the glad tidings brought to Zion, the 
prophet asks, ^^ Who hath directed the Spirit of 
the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught 

him? With whom took he counsel, and who 
instructed him, and taught him in the path of 
judgment, and taught him knowledge, and showed 
him the way of understanding ?" (Isai. xl. 13, 14.) 

Q. Truly the prophets were inspired : buthow^ 
my dear children, is this wisdom demonstrated to 
men? 

A. It blazes out in the glory of the Mediator^ 
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who bean and removes our cturae, and gives the 
blessing ; who opens the fountain to wash away 
our sins ; who adopts us for children ; who pro- 
vides a ministry for our edification, a church to 
foster the weak, and a heaven for the weary 
pilgrims. 

Q,, Truly the prophets enjoy a triumph over 
the schools. But what do you think of the Ger- 
man socialism which misguides the weak ? 

A. It ascribes unqualified clemency to the 
Creator ; and supposes that God will forgive the 
frailties of his ofi^ending creature, if he ask him 
with sincere repentance. 

Q. Then those schools and pulpits would say, 
that all the horrors of the late war of twenty 
years were only frailties ; and call that repentance 
sincere that was ready to relapse at the next 
temptation. Is that system supported by nature 
and taught by the fathers ? 

A. Just the contrary : the ancients erected 
atoning altars on all the hills and cairns, and 
sometimes offered up human victims ; and the 
poets terrify the wicked with Styx, the black 
river; and Acheron, the joyless lake. Their 
le^slatorsy also, speak the same language. 

Q. What remedies do the Scriptures propose 
against this old enemy appearing in new robes ? 

A. "Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, beware lest ye also, being led 
away with the error of the wicked, fall from your 
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own Btead£Et8tne0B. But grow in grace^ and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Sayiour Jesus 
Christ.'' (2 Pot m. 17, 18.) 

Q. What does St. Jude add, who wrote ahout 
the same time? 

A. '^ But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 
•n your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of Grod, looking: 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life.** (Jude 20, 21.) Amv. 



TUB END.. 
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